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Imagine New York City in the mid-1800s: a city sky blackened with soot. Housing so overcrowded that
people escaped to cemeteries for the only green space they could find. Then, in 1853, city officials started
buying the land for the nation’s first public park. After 16 years and 10 million cartloads of topsoil, the
city transformed 843 barren, rocky acres into a midtown paradise. At the ripe old age of 150, Central Park
attracts 25 million visitors a year. One of the best times to visit is in the fall, when the air is crisp and
the park is overflowing with color instead of crawling with tourists.
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